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TO THE MOST REVEREND, 
and Right Honorable the L, Archb. of ( anterbury 
his Grace, Primate and Metropolitane of all Eng- 

land : the L. Buchurft, L. Fligh Treaſurer of Eng* 

land , and ( hancelour of the Vnirverſity of Oxford: 

the L. (ecill of Efmgden , Principall Secretarie to 

his Maieflie , and Chancelour of the Vairverſity of 
C ambridge; Lords of his Maieſties moſt Honorable 
Privvie Counſel. 


mf x ANY andexcelleneweretheblef- 
(8B, YT; fings, which itpleaſed Almightie 
\/ Godto beſtowe vpon this Nation, 
| - by the Miviſtery of his choſen ſer- 
 vantourlate Soveraigne; yet none 
L of thEwerecomparable vntotheſe, 
4 the Purity of Religion, perpetuall 
= ſupported by one Vniforme molt 
ancient kind of commendable Church government;and 
the plenty ofal manner of good learning,abundantly de- 
rived trom the two Welſpringstherof, intoal the parts, 
both of the Church and Common-wealth. For the con- 
tinuance, both of them andrthereſt, it was her wiſe and 
bappycaregolcleR and take neere vnto her ſucceſſively 
q 2, Men 
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go 
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Men of rare Endowmets & perſonal gifts, men of deepe 
iudgment, long experience, great moderation, lovin 
learning andfearing God .. Whome therefore ſhee Gig 
place inchiefeſtauthority vnder her,that vnder her they 
might be the greater comfort tothe Miniſtery, the ber- 
ter encouragement vatolearning,the more noble coun- 
tenance toReligion,andas the Propher ſpeaketh * ſet as 
bleſingstothe whole lard. | 

In this honorable rancke we cannot; (Moſt Reverend 
& Right Honorable)withour open wrong , but acknow- 
ledge your Lordihips to be ſecond vnto none of all your 
predeceſlours. The long experience that this kingdome 
hath had,of your henorable [mployments for the main- 
renanceof Religion and learning, as your ſeverallplaces 
doe ſpeciallic require , would checke our want of duty, if 
wee did diflemble it ; 3nd filence the detractian of any 0+ 
ther,tharſhould goe about to impeachnr. 

Which as wee recount with ſinguler comfort, forthe 
daics that are paſt; ſo for the preſent, it is the very ſtay of 
our harts,that the ſame cod, af his accuſtomed goodnes, 
hath giventheſame minde, vnro our moſt gracious and 
dread Soveraigne , t>preſerueand ppegens the ſame 
things in Churchand Common-wealth , by the Godly 
care & prudent counſaile, ot the very ſelteſame Perſons, 
For had we not vnder his Princely wiledome & clemen- 
cy,ſuch immediate Patrones,(which now with long vie, 
aregrowneintoa very ſympathy of oureſtates;) rowhs 
we might refort in our needtul times of trouble: it would 
amate our mindes , and vtterly aſtoniſh vs in our vnder- 
Rtanddings, to ſee the infolent endevours & ſtraunge at» 
temprts,ot fond Familiſts,abſurd Browniſts,& perfidious 
Papilts ; all ofthem with umportunaty , and —_— 
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red confidence, intendingand N—_ the innovation 
of Relygion,through the overthrow of the Cleargy, and 
ruine of the Vniverſities. 

All which gotwithſtanding,had not opened the dores 
otour lips,nor made way tothis ouriuſt complaint; bur 
thatthere came toour ligheJong fince, Un humble peri» 
1:0n of « Thouſand Miniſters at once : Which wee may 
well reſemble vntoſtill running ſtreames, which are dee- 
pelt there, whererhey ſeeme robe moſt calme. This wee 
beheld with great ſorrow of heart : conſidermg how iris 
replcate, with vnthanketuines towards God for his mer- 
cies towards vs;with iniury to Her gracious governmet, 
(whoſe Memory be precious vnto all poſteriry;)with re- 
proach to their Fathers that begotthemin the Goſpell; 
with preiudixeto the Breaſts , chat (ifthey be any thing) 
didgive them ſuckez with contempt of their Brethren, 
and tellow Laborers (at the leaſt) in the Lordes harveſt, 
Howbeic as long as it paſſed in private, vnder the name 
of a particular. motion, made to his moſt excellent Maie« 
ſtie; wel. id our handes vpon our mouthes,and with due 
reverence expectedin lilence,the wiſe reſolution of His 
religious heart. 

But theſe men(as they are impatiet of delay ,orelsto 
gaine credite with the people, on whom they greatly do 
rely)loone after,ſendforth into alquarters oftche Realm, 
ſtore of theſe pretended Petitions: accompanicd vvith 
ſuch lewd, falſe, andabſurde ſuggeſtions, as if our noble 
King,had ent their motion a favourable care, and given 
itlome kind of conſenting intertainment; as it tn all rhis, 
they had done nothing,whervntothey were not anima- 
ted andencouraged, by ſome of ſpeciallcredite with his 

Highnes; as if ſome bulie headed ſtrangers, had vaderia- 
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kentheircauſe,andenfured the ſafe conduit of their wea; 
ther beaten barge, tothe havenof their hope. Were 
thereany ſuch , wee would requeſt them to remember, 
that it is neither mannersnor diſcretion, totakevppon 
themin a State, wherein (for ought we know)they haue 
nothing to doe. It may ſuffice , that they areparrakers of 
the good things df theJand;let themthanke Godand the 
King,and be quiet. But wee ate verily perſwaded, there 
arenone ſuch; that this,as all the reſt,is given out vnder 
hand among their credulous adherents, onely 6d facien- 
dum populum. A tricke of theirs, with which we have bin 
longacquainted. 

This courſe (Right Honorable ) did make vs thinke, 
that nowe they had alteredthe nature of thar foreſaide 
Schedulezand ofan /ntirled Petition to his Maiefly.Had 
made it a covert kind of /zbe/, Wherby (ſecurely as they 
thought) they might depraue and{launder, n*t only the 
Communis booke, bur the whole cſtate of the Church, 
as it ſtandes reformed by our late Soveraigne. VVhich 
vndue & diſhoneſt praQtiſe , havingſochanged the qua- 
liry of their Petition; whether it hath brought the Con- 
trivers and Preferrers of it within the compaſle of that 
ſtatute. 1, E/izab;and madethem lyableto the Penaltics 
ofthe ſame:we take not vpon vs to determine. Howbeir 
hereof we couldnot bur take notice ; that by their impu- 
nicy, diverſcother very lewdly affeed, haue in diverſe 
parts of rhe kingdome,preſumed to trouble his Maieſty, 
and taxe the ſtate , with thelike clamorous [belles , and 
defamatory ſupplications. 

The conlideration whereofbeganne to admoniſh vs , 
thatnew it ſorted with our duty, toſhewe our ſelues, as 
truly zealous,& carefully religious in the defence of the 
Church, 
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Church , for the quieting of mens mindes,andſet'ing of 
their conſciences , by ſome ſhorte animadverſions vpon 
their proceedings: as theſe faftious perſons haue beene 
audatiouſly venterous, & prexpoſteriouſly heddy,to ma« 
nifeſt their malice; thereby to diſtract and draw the peo- 
ple,from their loue 8& liking of the preſent (tate. Where. 
vnto wee were the ratherinvited, by the commendable 
example,of our Reverend brethren ofthe Vniverſiticof 
Cambridge; who to make knowne their diſlike of chele & 
ſuchlike taRtious Schiſmatikes , haue paſled & grace in 
their publicke Congregation tothis effect. 


, 


Placet vobuu , wt quicung, dotFrinam wel diſciplnam fed in 


Ectleſie Anglicans , veleins partem aliquam , 4; Ct is au! 
ſeriptu,aut quocung, alio modo, in Academia Cantabrigi- 
enſipublict oppugnaverit: ab omn# ſuſcepro grads ſuſpen- 


Aatur , & 4 [uſcipiendo excludatur ipſo fatto. raines, 


By which their wiſe and neceſſary Decree, they haue 
not only encouraged vs,vntothis our Apology;but with 
all aſſured vs,that both they themſelues,and (as we con- 
ceaue)many thouſands moe,of the judicious and obedi- 
ent Miniſters of this land : are readie to giue vs the right- 
hand of fellowſhip in this worke,and willing ro ſubſcribe 
vntotheſame, if the cauſe didneceflarily require ir ,or 
thetime would permirte. | 

But your Lordſhips know right well , that Truth ob+ 
taineth nogreat auQtoritie, by the many voices that ac 
knowledge itat once. Andfor ourparts we vtterly con- 
demnethe courſe , that theſe Schiſmatikes have therein 
taken. Who to bolſter out their ſtale obieions and falſe 
calumniatios,havetrudged vp & downediverſe Shires, 
to getthe conſent , of theycare not whom ſo they may 
make vp the tale,and pretend anumber , In which ms 
TNAT. 


their Pernien 
was Exhibited of #hings ami{e in our Church; whereunto a conſent of as 


Ta aprilvetore gy any, 4s covenientl we canget,uuwver) behoouef ul. My ops- 
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thatwasanotable Stratageme which /farre beſides the 
Authors purpoſe)we didlight vpon of late. May it pleaſe 
your Lordſhipsto havepatience , while wee propoſeir, 
and ſo leaue it to your Honorable cenlure, 

H. I. amanthat was of ordinarie partes, & of as or- 
dinary place,when helivedamone vs; isnow , itſeemes, 
becomea principall Agent, and a (peciall Procurator of 
the publicke cauſe among the fatious. He, (much miſta+ 
king in his ſtrong concetpr, that to inſinuate with a man 
.of wiledome , woulde bee (ufficient to ferch himover to 
that ſide.) Writes vntoone of eminent forte among vs, 
afterthis faſhion, 


Nreover Iam tolet you under Fad , that many leay- 
nedendeodly Miniſters,* are about to'exhibire ro 
the Kings Maieſtie, a Petition for the Reſormati? 


#13 & truſt is cocerning youthat you will be , not onhy a pay- 
taker,but alſo a furtherer of this Chriſtis duty. 1 have (ex 


you here incloſed the forme to be ſubſcribed,by all ſuch, 


have good willto this pertefe I gray you let me have an an- 
[ were hereof from you,as ſoone 45 you may; vuith ſo manie 
of your well affetted friendes handes therewnto , as ſballbee 
(thought) good. /t wnot intended that your names ſhallbee 
raſhly ſhewed,to any mans preiudice,but be reſerved to a fit 
opport unity.if we ſbal! perceive that they altogither being 

rowght forth,will further our deſires & ſuite.Of the good 
Jucceſſe whereof ,we conceave good hope.thanks be toGed, 
Thus beſeeching Godtokeepeiand ſanttifie vs for his ſer- 
vice , and to give vs vuiſedome in all thinges : Thid 
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you harteh farewell. VV aodſtreete in London the XXX, of 
June, 1603s 


Yours to his power 
H. I. 


p | Po#t ſcript. I could wiſhyou to conferre 
x with D. A. about thu matter. 


| Thus much of the Letter. 
br I Now the Forme to be ſubſcribed vnto,is this, 


VVe whoſe names ave under written doe agree tomake 
our humble Petition tothe —_ AHaieſtie, that the pre- 
, ent Hate of the Chureh , may bee farther reformed in all 
things needefull; according tothe rule of Gods holy worde, 
Q.ndagreeabletothe example of ether reformed Churches, 
which haze reſtored both the Doftrine & Diſcipline, as it 
wes deliveredby our Saviour Chriſt, end bu holy Apoſtles. 

Your Lordſhips ſee the manner of the men. [ bir col- 
lufion and coven,were very baſe betweene man & man. 
Bur for them, thus to vſe their Soveraigne; fuſt ro give 
him a Petition in the name ofa Thouſande ,and thento 
ſcatter it abroadwith this gloſle,, Of rhe good ſucce(e of 
our ſune,we do conceaur good hope:thanks be to God, Ther 
by ex poſt fatto,tobegge and teale as many hands toit, 
as could be got: this is ſuch Xaffe, as wee will paſle over 
with reference to that of Tw{y vnto Antonie; * Tuantem pip, 
eo liberior ,e&. It is the advantage lome Men have, that 
they dare to do ſuch things, as a modeſt Adverſarie can- 

| not well reprove, But it is ſutcable torhe [mputations 
: they have laide vpon their late Princes governement. 
And now allo,whe his Maicſty ſhall fruſttate their vaine 


UYA —_ 


icy tee 


Perſ:Satyr, 
b 


The Epiftle 
imaginations; they have lefretheir olde wont,iffome of 
them doenor verife that of the Poer, 
--- Fermentuwm, que ſemelintus 
Innataeſt rapto recore,exibit Caprificus. 

Howlſoever ;z the Thing that we would ſpecia'ly obſcrue 
out of this Scriptzis in the miner of S#b/cripti3, Where 
hence it doth moſt plainely appeate,that the particulars 
ſpecified inthe Petition:are not the vermoſt End whereat 
they aime ; they haue another maike, 

» Callthinges needefull according tothe rule of Gods 
Vrord & agreable tothe example of other reformed Chur- 
ehes;is their Vp=!hot. But is it ſo indeede? VVhy, They of 
the Petition de/ire (onely ) Reformation of certaine Cere- 
moniesand _Abuſes: They neither as f att ious men affect 
4 Popular Paritie in the Church, nor as Schiſmatiches, 
aime at the diffolution of the State EceleſraHicall: their 
humble ſuite ts , that the offences follovu:ng may bee re- 
woved , amended qualified: They (good men) defire That 
which ſhall be pretudiciall unto none, but oe. Itis true; 
Thevoiceof the Petition , mightſeecme tobe the, voice 
of /acob, though the hands of the Subſcription appeare 
plainely robe the hands of E/am; were ir not that there is 

allo a Clauſe in their Petition, {Now that we have their 

owneexpolition of it,we can obſerve.it;and, har iris re» 
peatedthrice for tailing , viz. Theſe ard ſome other vſed; 

Theſe andother ſuch like; The ſe wuith other ſuch Abu- 

fes;) which houldeth very good correſpondCccy with the 

forme of Sub(cription . Heererofore, we could not tell 

what tomake ofthole wordes,and therefore made them 

noanſwere, They ſeemed vntovsa very Neme:-Scit; 4 

Mathematike Line ,ain;/iblis in ſemper dewiſibilia.: but 

new ypon this new Advertilcment,baviog copared the, 

we 
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we finde them Paralele,to thoſe <A{rhimys need{ull 1. 
inthe Subſcriptio: Which tell vs plainly, They wil never 
have anend , till cither they have ſec vp thePresbitery , 
Orelicbe cut of by Authority. 

1he third & laſt remarkeable matter, which we hum- 
bly refecre vnto your Lordihips dueregard, isacerteine 
Semblance.which in this our halfe yeares (iJence , vvee 
haue obferved in two contrary FaCtions,that have ſhew« 
edthemſclues by their Petitions , diſconrtented with the 
preſent State,& Eccleſiaſticall Government:namely in 
the Papiſts and the Paritants. V Ve will vie their owne 
ſtyle,and come as neexe as we can,to their very words. 

: They Bothintitlechemlelues the Kinges afflicted 
ſubiefes, andabouecall other, his devoted ſervants. 

2 They Bothpretend anenſorcement of « ſpceay re- 
conn ſe to his Maieitie , for a preſent Redrifſe and Refſor+ 
mation. 

3 They Both coplaine,of being overwhelmed with 
enduring per ſecution through loſſe of Living & Liberty. 

1hey Both ground their Dodtrine and Diſcipline 
yponthe ſacredtext of Gods wordand Goſpel. 

5 "hey Both condemne the obedience of Prote- 
ſtantes tothe Lawes Eſtablithed,ro bee, nor for Conſci- 
ence and zeale:but for Moral hone/tie,and feare of tems- 
porall puniſhment ,taith the Papiit;, Fox their owne quiet, 
creat and profit inthe world,laith the Puritaine. 

6 TheyBothrenoiice a publicke alterat io, diffolu- 
£1Þ of the State Ecclefiaſt.but the one pleads for aprivate 
Tokration,the other (forſooth) ſor a Godly Reformation. 

7 They Both deny that they exhibite their Peritios, 
with 4#umaituom ſþirit,or with a drſloyall + Schiſmatical 
wminde. Of vvbich theic Semblable Aſſertions , in argu» 
«© 2 ments 


ments ſo oppoſite, we might ſay in a word,as the Orarey 
doth of contrarie Opinions; /f cammot be that more then. 
one of them ſhould poKblie bee true , but it s very poſſible, 

| that both may bee falſe .Yerwerather take vp thatin the 
| 1 j } *lud.r5.4. Booke of * 1udze3, and ſay of themandtheirdelignes : 

«8 1 Verily theſe men are like Samſons Foxes. They have 
= VB! their heades ſeveredindeed; the One fort looking to the 
; 3 i Papacy,che Otherto the Presbiterie,But they are tyed fo« 
F , gither by thetailes, with fire brandes betuwiene them, 
q Whichifrhey bee not quenchedin time, are able ro ſer 
-# the whole Land in a Combuſtion and Vprore, 

; * | I F inanyoftheſe,or inthem all,there doappeare vn- 
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toyour Lord(hips ſuch marter of moment, as might 
move men of care,& ſome diſcretion ro write in defence 
#1 of chemſelues, and the preſent State; if in our manner of 
T b X' writing , wee haue heldthat hand, ſnot by way of large 
I 39 1 diſcourſe,bur as the brevity of Notes will ſuffer , ) which 
3 Y" doth beſeeme a modeſt and ingenuous anſwere; it in nei» 
+ 6 ther of them there be any thing ſooffenfiue,or defeiue, 
FY or i npertinent , bur that , vnder the winges of your Ho- 
2.3. norab'e Patronage it may paſſe into the Preſence of his 

» ©. Excellent Maieſtie , and there attend his moſt judicious 
by 6 | andlearned Cenlure , yet ſo attempered with his rare & 
"T3 ſinguler mildnes , as in it he 1s wont to accept the duty 8& 
ſervice of his meaner Subies:tbex (and nor otherwiſe) 


= 6 we beleech your Lordſhips that of your wonted favour, 
3 A! you will accompany it with your gracefull Prelence,and 
> 9 .- as the Argumet of our religious AﬀeQiss in al humility 
$1 preſentitto his Highnes: then wee entreare,thar inthe 


Honorable regard you have of thoſe Noble partes of this 
| Church, which God hath ſpecially beraken into your 
1 ProteRi6zin the loyal remembrance you reraine of Her 
| | Mae, 
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Maieſtie that late was, and her happie Government; in 
the bounden dutie youoweto his Maieſtie that nowe is, 
andthe \\ ell doing of his whole Kingdome; in the Pie- 
tie and zeale which you beare to God , his Church, and 
tro his ſacred truth : you will take occaſion heereby , All 
as one man , ioyntly to imploy that great Grace, and 
high Favour , which Godhath given you in the cies 0 
your Soveraigne; to the preſent ſupporte of Religion, 
maintcnaunce of Learning, defence of the Church, 
ſtrengthening the State , ſerling the mindes of the Peo- 
ple, eſtabliſhing peace and tranquillitiein the Land: by 
takingthe Foxes, the little Foxes, vvhich marre our 
Vines , that they beare {mall Grapes ; and by chaſing a- 
wav the wilde Boare of the Wood , andthe Beaſtesofthe 
Forreſt; that otherwiſe wouldeate them vp, and vrtterly 
deſtroy them . So God (hall take Plealure in your Care 
and Conſcience; the King in your faithfull Service; his 
Subiects ſhal dwel ſafe, vnder the ſhadow of his Wings; 
ang we your Clients ſhall ſend this reſtimony after vou : 
Many Patrones of the Clergie , many Chauncelours of 
the Vniverlities,have done vertuouſl,but Theſe ſurmoii- 
tedthem all, 

Now the God that giveth both Glorie, and Grace , 
give your Lordſhips all manner of Graces fitte for your 
High Callings in this World; and Thar farre moſt ex- 
cellentanderernall waightof Glotic , in the World to 
come. 


Your Lordſhips in all dutic, 


The Vcechancelour , the Doftors, the Proftors,, . 
and other the Heades of Houſes in the 
Vutiyerſitie of Oxford, 


__ £5 _ 


To the Reader, 


here inſerted ) without great injury , tothat whole Vni« 
veclity 3and nolefle detriment vatothecaulſcirſelfe. 


TNDORSED 


To the V icechancelour, and others of the 
Y niverſity of Oxford, 


& AO Md I'm nuperrime ,o& quidem ſerd ad- 
> Ab modum, adapres noftras perveniſ- 
Y 2 ſet famade libello Regie Maiefte- 

1 \ 5 tt pro reſormanda( ſcilicet) Eccles 
5 DRE PR 3p fa a Miniſtris mille , ve perhiben- 
= SLES tur, exhibito; etſinihil in conovt 
-Cx= reperiretwr cut non plus millies an- 
tehac reſpon ſum ſit , tamin _w . 

an numer iatant, vt intelligerent Millenarij ilti, S# 
Saulo mille adſtent , Davids im hac canſa deciesmille nun+ 
vam deſuturos;nibil prives haburmus aut ant iquits, quam 
24 Operi omng reſpon/rone indigniſiimo,elquod tamcen re- 
fpon[am pararemus .Quod dum meditamur , dtfertur ad 
nos Academia Oxonienſss Apologia certe aiſertiſama, 
que rationum moments breviſame refutaret, quicquidab 
Iſtis 44amto antes labore confettum efſet , aut conſittum. 
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Ons conſpete,nibil nobis reliqui widebatar , quos ita an 
teverterat Fratris noſtrorum in cauſa optima 24lus & ins 
| 2 duſtria prompta ſatis & parata ad hominumn leviſſumorum 
ietus omnes wel ex tempore refellendos: quam cum ill; pon- 
dere cervaſſent argumentorum , nos.nume 10. quo litimax4« 
me gloriariur, pugnaremws. Quod cy avtea , quaſi drui- 
nantes & previdimus, & providemms . Cum enim aefuns 
fa Elizabetha Regina opt ima 3 in cinſaoptima, quod its 
multere prope ſingulare eſt , & inandrtum) ſemper conſtan- 
| tiſima, ſemper eadim nontam Principu Relrgiofiſſime 
. interitum, C* rel:gionts ſi non interenntts,at [1 wmme certe 
periclitantie caſum aeplorare,quam in atventum Regis no- 
Vi nova: resmeattant Ifti: eprſſent & in dies molirt: per- 
opportune ſuccurrendum cenſut '_Arademia,cf convocs- 
* #0 ſematu frequrntt admodum, + celebri decernendum; vf 
| Quicungz Eccleſtz Anglicanz doQtrinam , vel Dilcipli- 
nam , vel cjus partem aliquam legibus publicis ſtabili» 
tam, ſcripris, vel dictis, velquocungz modo, in Acade- 
mia Cantabrigicnſt publice oppugnaverit,ab omni gra« 
du ſuſcipiendv excludatur, & a ſuſcepto ſuſpendatur ip= 
lo facto. Qrod guidem Decretum contenſu prope vnanimt 
comprobatum,c7 tabuli publicis Inny * 9.1603, conſigns- Our pri 
tum nuns demun teflatum cupimus vniverſis, viintelly ————n—— = 
gant omnes de Diſciplina noitra,non impoſits,ſed ſuſcep: if bad bin 
ralibere cy retenta quidexiſiment,non im angulis Opini» _ _ 
altri nonnulli , ſed in aperto Senatu Cantabrigienſes gy 
prope wniverſj. Quorum conſenſus, cum tam fraterne 
goncimat  conſpiret cum Apologia Oxonienſ;, cum Scrip- 
tur, Patribus,Concilys, Principum noſtrorum Decretic, 
Legibs, Parliamentis; eant nune mille liti, & lbris no- 
| Situ fere mille in hunc finemeditis + conſeriptu:.cumerit 
x 1 Of acult 15, reſpondeant prins,quam Cramben m 


decottam Reeitam prudentsi,tom literato tam impudenter 
obtrudant. Aut fi numerari malint quam ponderari ſuſfra- 
g1a,cogitent homunciones miſeri,ab Academys Muſiſ7, 
relitti, quam nullius para quam plane mbils. V a« 
tete fratres in Chriſto Chariſſami, c nos noſtramg, Acade- 
miam ſumma vobus & ſtudiorum & morum ſimlitudene 
rontuntis[ſani, vt f acitis, amate.Camab.Ofob.7. 1603. 


SPBSCRIBED 


By the Vicechancelour,and others 
the Heades of the Vniver- 
ſity of Cambridge. 
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k THE HYMBLE PETITION OF 


(Church of England,defiring Reformation of 


certaine Ceremonies and abuſes of 


the ( burch. 


Tothe moſt Chriftian and excellentP & 1x c E, 

© eurGracious anddread Soveraigne,lames 

. by the grace of God &c. Wee the Miniſters of 

the Church of England thatdefire Reformas- 

tion, vvith a long proſperous and happic 

Raigne over vs, inthis life, and in the next 
everlaſting ſalvation, 


ſeeing it hath pleaſed the devine 

D) Mazeitie,to the great comfort of all 

If good Chriflians , to advaunce yout 

© & Hig hnes, according toyour inſt title, 

| - = 70 the peaceable goverment of this 

(C -_ b, Cherel, and Common wealth of Eng<+ 

' land:wethe Miniſters of the Goſpel 

| mnthidland, neither as fattious men , affetting u pipular 

* Paritc inthe Church , nor 4s Schiſmatikes ayming - the 
Ys 


l z up OST gracion & dread Soveraront, 
V! 
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The Petition. 


diſſolution of the tate Eccleſiaſtical: but a: the faithful 
ſervantsof C hriſt,and loyall ſubiefestoyour Maietty de- 
firing and longing for the redreſſe of drver ſe abuſes of the 
Church; could doe noleſſe, in our obedience to God, ſervice 
to your Maieſtie Jouve to his Church: then acquainte your 
Princely Maieſtie , vuith our particular griefes. For as 
your Princely penne writeth, The King as a good Phyſiri- 
on,mult firſt know what peccant humors his pacient na- 
turally is moſt ſnbiet vnto, before he can begin his cure: 
Andalthough divers of vs that ſue for Reformation, have 
formerly in reſpett of the times ſubſcribed to the booke , 
ſeme pon Proreſtatio. ſome wpon expoſitions grven them, 
ſome with condition, rathcy then the Church ſhoulde haze 
beene deprivedof theie labour and Miniitery.yet now we, 
tothe number of more then athouſand,of your Maiejties 
fl ubieftes and Miniiters all Qroanrng 45 Under 8 common 
burden of hamane Ritcs and Ceremonies do with cnc joint 
conſent humble our ſelues at your Maieities feete,to be ian 
ſed and re/revedinthis bebalfe. Onur humbie func they 
wntoyour Maieſtie is, that theſe offences ſolowing , ſome 
may be removed. ſome amended, ſome qualified, 

1, In the Church ſervice. That the Croſſe in Bap- 
14/mejnterrogatoriesminiſtreato Infants , Cofirmation, 
4s ſuperfluous may bee taken away Baptiſme not to bee mi- 
mſtred by V omen, and /oexplaned. The Cap and Surplice 
not vreed. That examination may goe before the Commus- 
nion . That it bee miniſtred with a Sermon . That diverſe 
termes of Prielts , and Ablolution,eond ſome other v/ed, 
with the Ringin matiage , & other ſuch like im the booke, 
maybe corretted., Th: long-ſomenes of ſervice abridged, 
Church ſongs and Muſicke maderated is better edjfication, 


That the Lords day be not prophaned. The reſt pon _ 
_ 


ThePetition, 


daies wot ſo ftricth wrged. That there may bee an wnifor- 
muty of dotFrine preſcribed. N opepiſh opinion tobe any 
more taught or defended. Ns Miniſters Charged toteach 
their people fo bow at the name of leſms . That the Canent- 
call Scriptures onely be read inthe Church, 

2 Concerning Church Miniſters. That none here+ 
after be admutedemtorhe Miniftery , but able and ſuffici- 
ent mem,andthoſe topreach diligent.y.and cfpecialy vpon 
the Lords day . That ſuch as bee already entred andcannat 
preach nay either be removed, and ſome charitable courſe 
taken with them for therr relief: or elſe to be forced ac+ 
cording to the valew of their livings , tomainetaine prea- 
chers. That N pn-reſidencie be not permitted. That King 
Edwards #atate for thelawfulnes of Miniſters mariage, 
be revived. That Miniſters be not vrged to ſub ſcribe,but, 
according tothe Law, tothe Articles of Religion andrbe 
Kings ſupremacy oneh. 

3 ForChurch livingsand maintenance. That Bi- 
ſhops leave their Comendams: ſome holding Prebends, ſome 
Parſonages, ſome Vicarages with their Brſhoprickes. That 
do: ble benrficed menybe not [uffered to hold, ſome two, ſome 
three bene fices with cure'und ſome two three or foure aig. 
nies befidrs.T hat /mpropriatios annexedto Brſhoprickes 
and Colledges,be drmiſra ory torhe Preachers Incumbits, 
for the old Kent. T hat the Impropriations of Lay mens fee, 
may be charged with a (txt or ſeaventhpart of the worth,to 
the maintenance of the preaching Minter, 

4 ForChurch Dilcipline, That the Diſcipline,and 
Extommunicatis may be admineſtred according to Chriſty 
ewvne inſtitution . Or at the leaſt that evormit ion may bee 
redreſſed. Hs namelie , That Excommunication come nd 
forth under the wame of Lay Pee ſons,Channcellours , Offi- 
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The Petition. 
elals cre. That men be not excommunicated for trifles ay 
twelue-penny matters . That none be excommnicated with- 
out conſent of his Pator. That the officers be not ſuffered 
to extort unreaſonable fees, That none having inriſaitti- 
on or Regiſter places, put out the ſame to farme . That di- 
verſe Popiſh Canons , (as for reſtraint of marriage at cer- 
teine times) be reverſed. That the Long-ſomnes of ſuite; 
in Eccleſiaſticallcourts, (which hang ſometime two three, 
foure five, ſaxe or ſeavenyeares) maybe reſtrained . That 
the Othex officio , wherby men are forcedtoaccuſe them. 
ſelues bee more ſparingly vſed. That Licenſes for mariage 
without Banes a:ked, be more cautionſly granted, 

Theſe with ſuch other Abuſesyet remaining & prattt- 
ſedin the Charch of England, we are able to ſhewnot tobe 
agreeable tothe Scriptures , if it ſhall plesſe your Highnes 
farther to heave s,or more at large by writing tobe enfoy- 
med,or by cif erence amone the learned tobe reſolved. And 

ez we doubt not, but that without anie farther proceſſe, 
your Maieſty (of whoſe Chriitian indgement we have re- 
cerved ſogooda taſt alreaate ) is able of your ſelfe , torudge 
of the equity of thu cauſe.God we tru#t hath appointed your 
Highnes our Phyſition,to heale theſe diſeaſes. And we ſay 
withnordecaito Heſter, who knoweth;whether you are 
cometothekingdome forſuch atime?Thwus your Mareſty 
ſhall do that ,which we are p:1 ſwaded.ſhallbe acceptable to 
God honorable toyour Maieſtic in all ſucceeding ages,pro- 
fitable to his Church which ſhall be thereby encreaſed ,com- 
fortable toyour Miniſters, which ſhallbe no moxe ſuſpen- 
ded, ſilenced diſeraced impriſoned for mens Traditios:c+ 
preiudiciallto none,but tothoſe that ſeeke their owne qui- 
et., credit, andprofit inthe world, This wouth alldutifull 
ſebmiſgon , referring our ſelves toyour Mare#ies plea- 


ſare, 


= Y 09 0 0 0-200 


ec —— * 


The Petition; 
ſure, for your graciow an ſwere, as God ſhall direft you. wee 
molt humbly recommend your Highnes to the divine My- 
zeſty ; whome wee be ſeech for Chriſt his ſake to diſpoſe your 
youall heart to doe heerein,what ſhal be to hi glory ghegeod 
of his Church , and your enales comfort. 


Your Maieſties moſt humble Subietts, 


The Miniſters of the GoFpþell;' that deſire not a 
diforderly innovation , but a.due and 
godlie Reformation. 
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THE- ANSWERE OF THE VICE- 
CHAVYNCELOYR,, THE DOG © 
tors,both the 'Proftors,e other the Heads 
of Houſes in the Vaiver ſity of Oxford, 


: To the Petition of the Miniſters of che Church 
ot Englanddefiring Reformarion. 


Hh their Petition, there are three 


2 
{ principall partes, 
s APreface. 


| 2 A Conplaint conſiſting of ſowvr-ſpeci- 
| all pointes; In everic of them the de- 
| fire that certaine Ceremonies and A- 
buſes , may bee ſome of them removed, 
Fi ſome amended, ſome qualified. 


11 3 A Conclufion. 

v1 — ak 
| FOR ANSWERE WHEREVNTO: 

} Þ 
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+ hw if 


1 It Generall, 
es) E E moſthumbly befeech his moſt 


: excellent Maieſtic, that it may bee 
conſidered', how inconvenient and 
' vnſufferableitis in Chriſtian poli- 
6.99 cie,topermit alongand well ſetled 
A ſtate of government,to be ſumuch 
y as queſtioned z much more to bee 

* alrered, for a few of his Subieas: 
eſpecially conſidering the matter , pretended to beethe 
cauſe of theſe mens griefe,and of their deſired Reforma: 


tion,vniuftly fo called. For it iseitherthe Ceremonies of 


the Church,or Absſesin the Church,as they alicadee. 
Whereia wee humbly recommendeto his Princely re- 
membrance. 

Firſt concerning Ceremonies,that they are cither ſu- 
perſtirious;& thEno waies to be admitred. Of which ſore 
it ſhould ſeeme by the Petitioners, (and weare ready to 
proue/)that the Cer2monies of our Church are nor. Be+ 
cauſe thele men cofeſle, that inreſpe of the times they 
did {ub'{cribe vnto them: or it they wereſuch, with what 
conſcience did they ſubſcribe,in reſpect of the times? 

Ore!s,things in themſelues indifferent, And then the 


*\pſa 


115 cap- fs 


ſupreme Chrittian Magiſtrate , hath lawfull ® authoritie * Melan.in 1g; 


to torbid,and we muſt forbeare: ro commande,and wee 


ad Rom. Pec- 
caili mortale 


muſt obey ; not only for feare , but for conſcience ſake. eit rio/are edi 
Of which kinde if theſe Ceremonies be(as wee will juſti- ** agiſtrar. 


fie,and they cannot deny) where is then their pretended 
obedience? VWhere is their applauſe of his Maiefſties 
peaceable government? Vhy doe they trouble both 
Church & Common wealth,in reſpeR of matters which 
in duty and conſcience they may wel,and ought willing» 
ly,coſubmirthemſclucs vato? 


&. 


&c.,nyermmo.in 
Synrag ca de 
Adiaph quivi 
olat Eccicfia« 
ſticam poluis 
p<ccat mulcis 


m2odis, 5 c 


Bez. Epiſt 24, 


adariic,7, , 


moratio- 
conlucmudins 
etiam quz ad. 
juvat vuliuates 
novitate per» 
turbat Augult 
adlanuar.Ep. 


The anſwere 

Secondly concerning Abuſes,be itconfidered: firſt of 
whatqualitiethey arc;lecondly of what degree. 

x Touchingthenatureorqualityofthem, whether 
they are in the very Conſtitutions of our Church, or ra- 
ther in the Execution of the ſaid Conſtitutions. If not in 
the Conſtitutions themſelues , (as when we deſcende to 
the particulars ic wil appeare:) there is nocauſe why the 
governmentſhould be changed; ortheſe wen ſuffered, 
thus to calumniate the State, wherein there is nothing 
Poſitize , thatis worthy of blame. It in the Execution; 
(which as we wilnot abſolutely deny , to theſe men can. 
not ealily prouc,)that may be remedied by amending or 
removing of ſomecertaine oftendors , 'withour alterati- 
on of rhe ſtate, 

2 Tonchingthedegreeor gricvouſnes of theſe abu- 
ſes,(whether in the Conſtitution, as they ſuppole, & we 
{ deny; orin the Execution , vvhich ſimply and inevery 
"H w> _— particular,* no Church in Chriſtendome is able co juſtt. 
$52;({c.Ca- fie,andyetnone,ſomuch as this of ours: ) we vndertake 
pt! =_ _—_— ro proue againſt the Thouſid, that maſke vnknowne vn 
i + Artaray derthat generalitie, that they are not ſuch , nor ſo hey- 
uo iſti ſom- nous , as deſcrue this their bitter reprehenſton : much 
gatores; Ec Joffe fuch an alteration, inthe C hurch and Common- 

Fefii quzrE- Y 4 
#:. in qua ni- wealth,as would enſue ; if theſe Petitioners might haue 


'il poſicr defſt- their delire. 


d- 
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2. In Particulay. 


Concerning the Preface» 


VVe doe but note. 


I \ A 7 HA Treckoning (in truth ) theſe men doe. 
: makc,of inſt titles vnte kingdomes , vvho fa- 
| Our 


tothe Petition. 


titles vnto popular eleCtion and approbation, 


2 Whar comfort (in deede)ithe Petitioners rake i 
= . . . , A P Vi d , 
inthe peace of his Miajeſties government ; who inthe ves tyr 


ry entrance thereof,by ſecking this and the like daunge- 
rous alterations,doe diſquier & diſturbe the ſame.Were 
other men aslicle inured to peace &ſ{ubicCtion,itmight 
occaſion ſome inconvenience. 

3 Howſoever in wordes they decline the impurati- 
on of {attrom men affeiting popular parity in tht Church, 
&, of Schiſmatikes ayming at the diſſolution of the State 
Fecleſraſticall: yerit is to well knowen in this kingdome, 


and by expetience it hath bin felte in thatof © Scotland, *Beauriy 
what manner of men they be : as alſo , what hane:bin the dvgor. pag» 
lamentable effects of their reformations there, & would 39:4%4'2 


haue bin likewiſe heere , had not the prudent fore-(ight, 
andconſtant reſolution of our late gracious Soveraigne, 
continually reprefled their atterapres, 

4 Theſemen might haue performed berter, Theiy 
ebedience to God, their ſerviceto his Maieſtie, their love 
ro hu Charch: (asin the particulars willappeare) if they 
had torborne to trouble his Maieſty,the church of God, 
& this commonwealth, with theſe their cauſcles griefs 
and diſcontentments. They haue thereby made ſuch a 
breach as wifl not eafily(withour much wiſedome & pa- 
tience )beecured, For whataretheſe men , that they 
ſbould aſſume ſo much for what are the whole Cleargy 
of England beſides, that they thould bee ſoabaſedand 
contemned? 

5 Tharwhich theyalleage outof his Highnes &«ei+ 
ants Meer, is achildith fallacic;abſurdly raking that for 
granted , whichis the maine queſtion, Ihey muſt _ 
(an 


9 


vour them *ro much,that were wont to ſubicR all kings : Bu fr. reg 


Delur tt 
n rig. 


The anſwere 


(and not aſſume, ) that theſe are the peccant humouys of 
R__—_ thu thurch, which in tructh is the * leall peccant of any 
quantfi maxi- it the world,and would be much leſle peccart, it it were 
me potuiwus cleane purged , of theſe \ nquict and malccontented hu- 
ad Ecclch3 A- mours. 


oft &c. : 
Fe a6. 6 That dives ſe of them h wve formerly ſubſcribed to 


t 45. Ea om- 
_ 4.may the booke, (as skornvtully they tearme it } doth maniteſtly 
Aur cum laces, EVINC?,that either our Letturey is iuſtifiable, themſclues 
lxeris pugn3- being ludges; or els that they did liberally diſpence with 
fobrijs homz. £DCir owne conſciences,which is nor the parte of honeſt 
ni! u, ndigna Men.To dothat in reſpett of the txmes,which in it lelte is 
-—— PPP 41 not lawful,proverh litle lefſe then hypoc rifie:toalleadge 
fa exceprone Vnknowne Proteſtations, Expoſitions , and Conditions 11 
repuliavimus: their fubcription,doth argue no ſincerityzand vpon due 

examination , will fall out to be nothing,but mcere fal- 
fttie. 

7. 'Asfor their /abowrs in the Miniftery be they ſuch 
as they are. This Church of Engiand had beenehappy if 
it hadnot beene troubled, with their factions ſermons & 

our Mac. 8 {currile Pamphlets: which have gi-en the Adverſary, 
Hay any 7 much mattesot advantage , diſtracted che minds of mas 
&rnereſtof ny weake ones, and quiie turned fume other from the 
mat (pri, Joucofthe Truth. 

8 Thenumberof more then a Thouſand,is but a vie 
zard, which we humbly intceat,may be pul ed from their 
faces,that we may ſee and know the men,that thus groxe 
vnder the yoke ofa Chriſtian & commendable governe- 
ment ; which (malicioully and iniurioully ) they woulde 
havereputed,e moſt heavy burden of humane Kites + Ces 
remonies. The vanity of which their complaiut , comes 


nqw more particularly to be dilc ulled, 
Con- 


to the Petition. 


Concerningthe matters of their Complaint: 
1. Of Church ſervice, 


1 TN the Church ſervice, weareready to mainetaine, 
(but they muſt obiect firſt and proue the contrary.) 
That the Creſ/e in Baptiſme, Interrogatories mini- 
' ftredto Infants,and Confirmation are molt ancient,juſti- 
fiable,and convenient Ceremonies, and therefore to be 
| continued. 
— 2 Thatthe Churchof England, nor the booke of 
Common praier doth not preſcribe,that Bapti ſme ſhould 
be adminiſtred by women. Though we deny it not, to bee 
> Baptilme,if perchance de fao,it bee by them admini _—_ o— 
ap.& in Ley, 
ſtred. Freri nor debuit.fattum valurt. Sneph.derap, 
| 3 TharttheCap ard Surplice be not wrged,it is an ab- _ devap. 
ſurde ſpeach and implyes confuſion. For ſocvery man Comp Theol. 
ſhould be ſuffered in that behalte to doe what him liketh. 
Againe, do not their owne words import, that they may 
well be vied? but they muſt not be reed, Why? what is 


, there ina Cap or ina Surplice,that ſhould ' offende any 'Bue dere 
T ; p, «707. 
man of judgement? -— (Page 7e 


ThatExaminationwhereneede is, ſhould goe be- ad Hop, 
fore Phe Communii who dilliketh? Or that it be miniſtred  - =P. TY 
with a ſermon? But that it ſhould not be miniſtted vyithe FOR 
out aſermon,' isabfurd; and hath bredin many a vaine 
andfalſe opinion , as if,notthe worde of Chriſts Inſtitu- 
tion,burt rather the word ofa Miniſters expoſition,were 
a * neceſſarily and an eſſentiall part of the Communion, *T. C. lib:r; 
Beſides he that readethour Communion booke,ſball ſee 298 5% 
Py that therein the whole manner, end, and vic of that holy 
. inſtirution,is ſo excellently deſcribed,as may be inſteede 
of many ſermons. Alſothatnone ſhould be admitted to 
Y ==! "by that 


The anſwere 
thatbleſſed Sacrament,(of what age,ſtate, or condition 
loever) except they were firſt examined afterthe Con- 
{iſtorian faſhion, were inſolent, iniurious, & in many re- 

197: 46 +, {pets moſt inconvenient. | 

en the 5 Thetermes«<f Prieſts and Abſolution: the * Ring 

- 5p why in Mayriaze and ſuch other, which they haue heretofore 

0 tents traducedin their vn'carned diſcourles; areby diverle of 

ſtcrs o+ the our learned Devines,and ihalbce iuſtified. As contrarys 

new tcſtamer 1yiſe by che Petitioners they wil neuer be evicted worthy 

arct>beicat. X 

med Pricits. IO be aboliſhed, 

*BucerinCe. 6 Theirdelire tohane the long-ſomnes of [crvice a+ 

ecap.40. bridgrd,doth well befit their great Devotion. V\honor- 
withſtandingare wonttofpende an houre ſometimes or 
littlelefſe,in extemporarie , inconfequent,and ſenfleſle 
praiers conceivedraſhly by themlclues . From kence, 
their dillike of ſer &ſtinted formes of praier , it doth pros 
ceede,that ſome ofthem omit, ſome refuſe ro repeate, 
ſome condemne the vic of the Lords praicr; trom hence 
hath Parrow and Greene woodtaken their beginning , and 
ſetched the premiſes of their peſtilent and blaſphemous 
Concluſions. 

wTuft Martin 7 Church” ſongs and Muficke , are much beholden 

quet a4Orib tg theſe men now : in as much as they can be content ro. 

Ag Conf i, diſgeſt chem , ſo they bee moderated io better ed: fication. 

10.cap 3zz Therime was when wee. haue heard them ſpeake in this 
point,after another fort. Meretriciouws Church-«Muſicke,, 
Toſoing of tennts bats , andluchlike z were there phraſes 
of Gods devine ſervice. Butthanked bee 'God , that his. 
Maieſties devour affeAian in this kind, bath forced from. 
chem this madcration, 

8 That the Lords day be not prophaned, heceis veric 
prophanechat delirgth nor from his hart. Bur what man« 
ncr 
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ner of law givers are they,that lay downetheir conſtirus 
tons in ſuch Negatiues,in ſuch Comparatiuves?For who 
can devine what they would haue, when they deſire that _ 
ct Martyr, 
the Reſt vpon® Hely daits be not ſo ſtrictly vrged? \N'ould eq a4 Hope 
they haue men vpon ſuch daies goeto plough and carte,, perum, 
as lome of their humor haue cauſed their ſervants to do, 
on'the very feaſt of Chriſts Nativity?Or do they meane, 
that we ſhould rake to our ſelues ſuch liberty thereia, as 
certaine Perſons lately haue done; who being comman- 
ded by lawfull auctotiry to celebrate the fifte of Auguſt, 
with ioy andchankſgiving for his Maieſties moſt ſtrange 
and wonderful deliverance, vpon the ſaidday now three 
yeares paſt;did notwithſtanding ſpende the ſame{(as wee 
are credibly informed)in faſting and mourning ane ſuch 
like workes of their obedience? Nay theſe & the like ex- 
periments doecauſe vs, humbly andinſtantly todefire, 
that both Sundaics and Holydaics way bee religioully 
obſcrved;z and the intollerable prophanation of chem, 
which is the rather brought in , by theſe mes preachings 
andexamples may be very ſeverely puniſhed. 
J o That theremaybeanVniformity of RO” 
ſeribed: That na Popiſn opinions may be any more taught or 
drfendea? \\V hat impurationsare theſe? howe preiudici- 
a!!2How miurious? Not ovly vntothe Church governes 
mevt, bur vnto the Chriſtian faith eſtabliſhed in this the articles of 
}ealme? What advantage dotheſe menin cheſeſhame- Religion a- 
, F__ . , —_d recd vpon & 
Icfſe ſuggeſtions reach vntothe Papiſts? As if therewere 5ggp1 9 
no * vnitorniity,nocoſent of daftrin amog v3? (ſo ye ex+ Convocation, 
ceptthE.)As ifthere were ſome Popilh opinions taught $599 1363. 
anddetendedin our Leiturgy ? (as they deeme whoare , 2,1... 
ready to make evcry thing ? Popery which ti;cy doc Nor cap 14 de * 
fancy? Thelc are the weapons with which Belarmine & Anh _ 
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thatbroode,are wontto wounde, or rather falſelyto re- 
proach our faithand profeſſion . Good had it beene thar 
theſe men had never beene able tro write , ratherthen to 
write thus,to the ſcandall of Gods Church,& his ſacred 
truth, 

19 Reverence done at the name of leſus , is no ſuper- 
ſtition,but an outward ſigne;of our inward ſubicCtion to 


his devine Maieſty,and an apparant token of our devoti- 
| on. Why doe they not likewiſe finde fault with kneeling, 
þ !1ghing,weeping, lifting vp of cies,]knocking of breaſtes, 
' holding vp of hands vnto heaven? All which good men 

may vie in Gods ſervice with great piety, though Hypo- 


crites doc otherwile, 

11 Theyaregroſely ignorant if they know it not,or 
wi.fully malicious and turbulent, if knowing itto be law - 
full, they yer oppugne the reading of the CApocriphall 
| ſeriptares or writ mes inthe Church. N pn adconfirma- 
4 | ' Tionem fidet, ſed ad reformationem or inſtitutionem mo. 
" | *thero-p!1z*. yurm,as the Auncient 9 fathers ſpeakeand approue. As 
£77 mn Pro, . ' 4 

! Cypr.inSimb, Alſo the Articles of Convocation, &the Pretaces before 
It Pell p:zfin the Apocriphal bookes inthe Engliſh Bibles,doe direct- 
| Apocr. od _ | | 
it Hyper Metho, ly ſhew: adding that they giuelight,to the devine ſtory, 
| | Theol ! 1.c.6, 


g PP 2.( Oncernins ( hurc h-Mmuſters. 

y 

Fa I EE hartely deſire that able and ſufſici- 
jl V\ IC y ſuſfi 


ent men bee admitted into the Miniſtery. 

T hat they preach diligently, and that on the Sunday eſpect- 
aly. But who ſball judge of their ſufficiency ? Or doeth 
not the fi ufficiecy of Miniſters S uſcipere mages C* min? 
Were the Miniſters of the Primitiue Church,al of them 
able topreach? Didnot ſome of chem preachthe os 
| PC13 
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pel,” and other ſome reade the Scriptures,& adwiniſter CY 
the Sacraments ? Or hath not the vrging of that itrange perManyrin 
doctrine, VIZ.T hat he ts no Miniſter that eannot preath, 1,Cor.1 
| - | | , Gualr,in I, 
firlt forced mcnto take vppon them to expound Gods &.. 
word,that thereby haue brought the word of God, and Calini.Cor.s 
the lacred exerciie of preaching into lamentable con- _ _ 
ecmpr.through their ablurde,ſenceleſle, and irreligious OO 
g'flcs and paraphraſes,and diſcourſes: whiles they have 
c:teniather forodoethen tobe accounted, /dol ſheap- 
h rs , Puml edoages, NoMimiſters , andiuch like? Se- 
condly hath it 1.01 made the Brownrſtscontidently to re- 
proach vs , that our* Church is no Church , our Sacra-,, 
ments n-» Sacraments,our Prince andpeople Infidels,as pgokes &c 
10t being baptiſed at all , our Chrittian Congregations Perpetual gge 
& ' 4: veram:nrtof 
prophane multitudes, &c. only becauſe ſome in the Mi» ,,_opurch, 
niſtery could not'or did not pre»ch? Bur in this pointe it pag. 339: 
would be conſidered efpecia ly ,firit that it is not poſhble 
to have all Miniſters menot wocth,til al Church-livings 
be very lufficient to maintaine men of worth , Secondly 
that the way to invite men of beſt partes to rake vppon 
them the Miniſtery,is not toexpole and ſubietthar cal. 
ling,to want and beggery , which in the third part of this 
their complaint, theſe men doe principallyintend, And 
laſtly chat howſoever thele men doe pleale themſclues 
in their extemporary gitt; yet many of them , though in 
ſhew very audacious, doe notwithltanding deſerve for ,,, _ 5 
their gr- fle ignorance, to bee blotted out of thenumbet Hclu Pot, * 
of preachers, truely fo called, De Muſt ca, 
| | '8 Agroſct- 
2 Howecharitable theſe men are, that would haue ,,,. $.vnde 
men * removed out of the Miniſlery, becauſe they cannot ne b» die qui- 
preach; (whereas ſome. of them were intreatrd to take OY 
that tunction vpon them , whe men more able could not my pi0- 
be ba &, 
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be gotren; andothers in their yonger yeares,have beene 

of more ſufficiency , thennow their age, licknes,or other 

jafirmitie,will permit them tobe :) And how indicious, 

that would have them to marnetaine preachers, who (tor 

the moſt parte) hauenot wherewithtor to maineraine 

themſclues , wee leaue to the conſideration of the wile, 

How much better hath our Church deviſed, to ſuppiy 

the defects ot ſome men,in ſome places, of iean valew, 

by other meanes? As namely by the frequent reading of 

d2anc.Conf, the Scriptures: A mattermore *availeable vnto taich & 

My <p-1% godlines,then the Petitioners doe imagine ; and woulde 

 *. bemuchmore,ific werenor brought intocontempr, by 

2B. Ridleyro their ſuggeſtions . 2 By a moſt religious and excelienct 

M', Orindall * formeot Commonprater, 3 By Sermons & Fomilizs 

Tens printed andappointed to be read, both for the confirma- 

that brother tzon of the faith , and for reformation of manners. All 

Knox,copld whichin a Chinch notnew to be panted, bur now ſct- 

not bear with . 

ourbookent ledand well grounded inthe profeſſion of the truth ; are 

e6m6 praicr, grdinarie eftectual meanes ,toconrinue and increafe the, 

_— wa n. intherruefaichand feareof God . Herevmromay be ad- 

keth agaioſt ded the manifold proviſions monr Church , tor ſetmons 

4 ponnth.. quarterly, or more often ,inchoſe Cures , where the In- 
yell howe hee Cuinbents cannor preach. 

_ wy a2 3 That Non-reſidency be not permitted.\tis a matter 

&. c*. | 4 , 

vouchtnG;Hc- of wile and found deliberation:fi! ſt,” what Non-re{iden- 

7 The bounds CIC is; for many men inour Church , haue two pariſhes 

committed totheir chardge , which both will nor make 

y#edivino, Oncliving. Againe, manic haue butone pariſh vnder 

| them,which yet would require mote then two, ur tenne 

men toſpeake at once toall the Congregation. Seconds» 

ly it is,and long hath beene permitted, by wile and podly 

Magiſtrates,that haue given way toit , by their poliriue 

prudent 
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Prudentlawes,as neceſſary,in ſome Caſes,in a few men, 

and them(generally and by intendment) of the beſt de- 

ſerts.] hirdly that it is abſolutely vnlawtul,&inno* fort, 
to be ſuffered,neither hath beene proved , nor ever will, «© the a—_—_ 
by allthe Puritanesinthe Land, Fourthly, in what Con- - the Ab- 
eruity may he be countedan idle Non-reſident,thatis al- "—_— 

waies preſent and taketh paines,in ſome part; and often 

in everie parte of his charge ? Fittlie , thereare not 

more intollerable Non-reſidents in England, then ſome 

ofthole , that are cither included inthe Theu/axd atore 
mentioned,or that favour this their attempt : Eſpecially 

if they ſhall bee meaſured , by thoſe places of Scripture, 

which they are wont toalleage againſt Non-refidents,at> ' To alterihe 
terthe Texts bewellexamined. Laſtlic, it is not poſſi- [0 won | 
ble,(as Church livings are now* allotted that ſimply no marter of 
Non-reſidency (ſhould bee permitted, and yer withall, a $*<**<r con-, 
learned Miniſtery mainetained , Princes and Pceres of ra gyr nr 
the Landattended, Colledges & Cathedrall Churches ormany mee | 
continued,the Vniverſities preſent and hope of fucceſli- 9" —— 
. eadgs can po - 
on in _ for hereafter,preſerved, propagated,and {up- fibly coccave. 
ported. | 

4 The Marriage of Miniſters wee doe not dillike, 

bur thaintaine the lawfulnes thereof againſt the Church 

of Rome: and humblie defire (if there beneed,) that the 

ſupreme Magiſtrate,will adde therevnto,by his royal au: 

thority and the law of the land,fuch farther ſtrength and 
confirmation , as ſhall ſeeme fit to his high wiſedome. 

5 WeknowotnesS ub f eription that ts wreed , which 

1s not agreeable to law,required by the orders of our Vni- 
verſity,neceſſary in a Chriſtian Common-wealth , pro- 

firable for the Church of God,approucable by all iudici- 

ous learned men, and diſliked ofnone , but a few folke, 
| that 


that are overmuch addictedrotheic own opinios, Who 
Th-iwwes notwithſtanding where * chey beare the ſway, it is worth 
ſta:uts of Gen, ; - 
ln he forwe £he Confideration, how ftrictly they tic all them that wil 
of Oth, which ljue among them,to the oblervation of their Church go- 
»1n dren vernment. And in truth,(ſothe things in themſelues bee 
Bezainvita Not intollerable) berrer ſo,then that which.is heere pro- 
Cal paz 919. poſed. For the not vrging of acoformiry in Church diſ- 

Cipline, is to fer open the high way to all dilorder and 


Confuſion. 


3. Concerning Church mainetenance. 


L Hat Biſhops leave their Camtdams.[n caſe ſome 
of the auncientrevenew might bee re{tored to 
their Biſhoprickes,hee were vererly vnworthie 

to be a Biſhop,that would delire a Commendam. But, as 

now the molt of themare impaired , totake away fo all 

Riſhopsal manner of Commendams,isintruth)ro tie the 

Kings hands, that he thal not be able, though he would, 

{and where he will not,no Commendam can be given;)ta 

make his moſtfairhfull ſervants,or other men of belt dz- 

ſertin the Miniſtery,able co mainecuine their places and 
bby callings,by his Maieſties favour , and gracious diſpenſa- 
bh tion ; when otherwiletheir Biſhoprickes are nor ſuffici-- 
entſoto doe. Soas ititbee well waycd , they doc nor ſo 
much intendin this particular ro jmpoverith ſome fewe 
Biſhops,as indeede vtterly ro averthrow them , and ge- 

nerally to reſtraine the Kings prerogatiue. 
2 Oftheſamenature1s that which tolloweth . For 

. No Manexcept hee bee the Kings Chaplaine may hoide 

' Thnee benefices with Cure; andthole of his Highnes own 

pitte. Sothat herceallothey deſire tolimir the Kings fa- 

3 VOur: 
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your. Againeitisnotknowne,tharthere be five in a[ this 
1and.that hold three ſuch benefices.andthen what good 
dealing is this in the Petitioners,to make the worlde be - 
lecue.that it is a comon fault, which is ſcar{e robe found 
io a few? 

3 Theiv diſpeſing of Impropriations , doeth norably 
bewray theirlacke of © Coſcience;theirlitle lone tolear- jw Ceckel 
ning andreligion; their temporizing and fitting their ——— 
motions to the Laities good liking. For whoſecth nor 
that it would bee the certaine overthrow and vtter rmne: 
of Biſhoprickes ,Colledges,andCathedrall Churches;it their 
Impropriations ſhowld bee demiſed tothe Vicarsor Curates 
the Incambents at the old rent, without fine, without im- 
prouement? Againe who be they,and how many,that 
by this meanes would be provided for ? A tew,and choſe 
the mcaneſt of theCleargy.But the inconveniences that 
would hereof enfuc,are very many, intollerable. I here 
fore werelerue that diſcourſe, toa fit opportunity . On 
the other{ide,who doth not know, that fot a Lay-man to 
hold an lmpropriation (which i a Tith) is originallic vn- 
lawful,and cleane conrrary totheir firſt inſtiturion? Yet 
theſe men jn all their puritie,zeale,& conſcience,can co 
rent themſclues,and their preaching Incymbents, vvith 
the ſeventh parte onely of an Impropriation , ina Lay- 
mans tee. 

4 Armetheſeal,or the beſt meanes,that : Thoaſande 
m7, ſuch a5 they would bereputed,canpropoletohis High 
nesfor the betreringof the Church maintenance? If we 
might know that it would ſtand with his Maieſties good 
liking,and ſhouldnotbe imputed vnto'vs as abreachof 
duertic; lr were very poſlible, that the men whom they ſo 
muchcontemne,woulde beeable to propoſe ſome - 

2 Cour 
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courſe forthe bettring ofthe Church maintenance,with 
out the alteration or iniurieof any other ſtare, 


4 Concerning Church Diſcipline. 


I Nder thenameoftheirD#/cepline,we haue bin 
heretofore taught by theſe men to vnderſtand, 

i The kingdome of Chriſt upon earth: A thing of 

I” *EccleſDilci- #0 leſſe import ance then the 4 Goſpellof Chriit /eſus ; An 

EI OY , fſentra {part of the Goſpel: A mattey of farth tobe recet- 

the Church of Ved pon parne of damnation, Aneſſentiallmarke of the 

England, gfyue'. hurch: without the which our Church was no Church 
our faith no faith, our Goſpel no Goſpel, &e.Anditis now 
come to be lo indifferent, as that it may bee ad'niniſtred 
accoriinyly;Or els at the leait , rhat theſe enormities may 
be redreſied? V ilitnow ſufferfuchan Or elſe, at the 
lea#t? 

Were we per{waded,that their D;/cepline,their Pre ſe 
bytery,che lite and being of their Diſcipline, were indeed 
ot Chriltes inſtitution;were we perſwaded it were a part 
of Gods word. an eſ[entiallpart of bis word; coulde wee be 
corented tobe without it? Could we content our [clues 
toliuc any where, bur vnder it? Would wenor redeeme 
it with much perill and paine? With cerraine lofle? And 
that willingiy? 

But the experience that his moſtexcellent Maieſtic 
hath nad, of the manifolde miſchicfes and miſerics , 
that attendeheir prerended Dilciphne,; doth make them 
nat dare to {peake plainly forit.They therefore taulter in 
lecking roobcaine thatzwhich yerin hartthey do atte, 
andpecially delire. ly 

Butcothele Enmormatics;thele heinous Enormities. Is 

it 
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ir not well,that nowe at length, theſe quick-ſighted men, 
can elpic no fowler exermties in our Church governe- 


ment? 


©ormities. 


I HAT Excomunication come not forth un. 
der the name of Lay perſons . Firit, it may 
trucly be (a1d,that thought d1d come to'rh 

vnderthename of a Chauncelour,or a Conſlariez yet 
came it not forth vader thename of Lay-per'ons. Fora 
Chauncelour or a Comiſſary , is not a Lay-man in this 
caſe:The ordinarv and he are but Ynw index. Or rather, 
whatloever the Chauncelour doth in this behalte , hee 
doth it in the auCtoriry of theOrdinary,according tothe 
power that i* commirted vnto hum. A thingnor vnulual 
inthe Civill ſtate:wherein the Lord Chauncelour doth 
diſp>ſc of many thinges, which are Originally in the 
Crowne; and againe, writeth Teſte merpſo vnito manie 
particulars,chat never palle by bill aſſigned, 

Secondly,no Lav-Chauncelour or Comiſlary what- 

ſoever doth at any thme excomunicateany inan; or ſen. 
de: outin hi+ ow- e name any excomunication, But this 
is the praQuiie of the Church of England. In*the cEluring «Conſt-Feel 
of notorious & more grievous crimes,the Arch biſhop, 0299 cy 
the Bilhop,the Deane,the Arch-deacon , or a Preben: Excum. tet 
dary that 1- a Priett, pronounceh the ſentence of Exc6- 
munication in his owne perſon. Ar.din matters of lefſe 
offence,as contumacy innot appearing andthe like, the 
Vieergenerall,Officiall, or Comiſſary , that isnot in hole 
orders,houlderh this courſe, ir{t vpon knowleage and 
cxaminatis of the cauſe , he adiudgeth the party worthy 
»Y# 
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to beexcommunicate;then the Miniſter'(aſſociated vn» 
. tohim by expreſle authority from the Ordinarie ) doeth 
pronounce the ſentence of excommunication againſt 
him;Laſtly the Chancelour {endeth ro the Pa#or of the 
wwe7 09 that party dwelleth,requiring him publik- 
y to declare the ſaide party to bee a perion excommuni- 
cated by the ſentence of the Minifterhis aſfociare, And 
allchis , according tothe forme of the Articles let forth 
by her Maieſties auctoritic Ann. 1597. 
' Thirdly,are not thelc excellet Emormity makers , that 
Wn; can finde ſuch an Enermyticin the N ame of « Lay-man, 
u\h (in whoſe name notwithſtanding the excommunication 
»! | never camerh forth,)when yer1it it did come forth in his 
name,the nature ofthe thing itſelfe is ſuch,as iuſtly can« 
not be reproved?They are not ignorant,that excommu- 
nication doth proceed as is afore-ſaid;ifnot in the name, 
yetiathe Autoritic and luriſdiction of the Biſhoppe, or 
ſome other chiefe Clergy-man, to whom the power of 
the Keies doth belong, and vnto vvhom the Church of 
Eng/andhath aſſigned the execution of chat parto! our 
Diſcipline. Who it they victhe adviſe and Miniſterie of 
| a wiſe andreligious Civilian, in decrecing who is to bee 
= excommunicate;(Vhervpon thoſe * ontward penalties 
: 
| 


Rn doenſue,which attend the auctority, and tollow the ſen- 
tence of excommunication inthis Church & Common 
wealth: ) how doth that in any wile violate Chrilts Inſti- 

+ tution as touching excommunication? 

Laſtly,if the Diſcipline they long tor, were once on 
foote among vs , wee ſhould then hearetellof certaine 
Lay- par ſons that ought to haue a principall hand in their 
3 Excommunications. Thus as they are weake in Judge- 
4 met for matter of Learning in this point , notbeingable 
fo 


| 
| 
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roreſolue ofany thing in certaine; ſoare they as partial 
in preſcribing their plotres for matter of practiſe; whiles 
they reprouethat in others, which in themlelues they do y 
allow.Except peradventure they willtellvs, (and wee 
muſtneeds belceuethem)chat their Lay- Elders become 
Clergy m& ipſo fats; becaule they are of their Coliſto- 
ryzand haue + oices(accarding totheir learning)inthele ,qq. 1... 
Eccleliaſticall centures. Excom, &c in 
2 That none bee excommunicated for 5 trifles and —_ _ - 
#welue pennie matters. They are not.Contempte is then june 1571, 
the greater , when the matter whereinthey [hewertheir Cap 4 _ 
contempr , is of leſſer valew:As contracywiſe, obedience ,.q. 
is then more commendable , when ir is ſeene in a matter iuſtly deſerve 
of greater difficulty, Eur theſe men are fo accuſtomed to : — 
dilobedience,that they account itbutatrifle; And ther- (,q 0: dur 
fore calumniate vsand our diſcipline, as if with vs men :<mpt & difo- 
were excommunicated fotrifles , when (in truth) they ge 
. = X VNEnNdor, 
arc cenſured for their contempr, 
That none be excommunicated without conſent of 
his Paſtor. Vithout conſent, is acaptious tearme, For in 
our vnderltanding , the Miniſter of theparith doth give 
his conſent, when he publiſheth the excommunicationz 
as alſo when hee doth certifie what hee hath done in de» 
nounciog of the ſame. And this manner of conſent,wee 
take tobe ſufficient, and as much as is requilite in a pri- 
vate Paſ{or that hath no luriſdiftion, 
Bur what is it that theſe men do meane? Would they 
(thinke you) that every Paſtor ſhould haue a Negatiue 
in theexcommunicating of his patithianers ? Vadoub- 
tedly chey would. Therby intending the vtreroverthrow 
otthe preſent Church government,and in ſtced thereof 
ze letting vp ofa Presbiteryin every pariſh ,Or _ 
at. 
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that whichis worle (if worſe may be) the enabling of e- 
very particular Paſtour toexcommunicate by himlſelfe 
balone, þ 

Except peradventure they wil ſay,thar the particular 
Paſtor ought to be itoyned in comilſſion with the Chan- 
cel»ur . And then beholde what would enſue. On the 
Miniſter,a world of troubles:he muſt be ſent for as oft as 
any of his pariſh is preſented,he muſt attend the hearing 
and debating of the whole cauſe; he muſt bee preſent as 
oft as the Chauncelour ſitteth , as long as the matter de+ 
pendeth ; to his great travaile and paines, his exceſſiue 
charge , and the cauſleſſe neglecte of his calling. On 
the otherſide.,ifthis Miniſter wil be wilful,;and in fine dil- 
ſent from the Chauncelour in opinion ; then is al the la- 
bour loſt; the Iudge hath ſpent his «kill and care in vaine, 
and the Biſhops Conſiftory muſt downe to the ground: 
either Paſtor muſt prevaile,or nothing muſt be done; To 
the intollerable hinderance of luſtice , and exceſſive de- 
eriment ofthe plaintife. Theſe and the like,are the we!] 
adviſed Propolitions,whereof there is ſtore in their Dil- 
cipline.By which it doth ſufficiently appeare,that as yet 
itis not throughly refined, 

Extorting of unreaſonable fees, whoapproveth ? 
Who diſliketh nor? VVho would not hauc it redrefled,in 
any that offend? Beſides there are very * ſevere lawes al- 
ready made in that behalte. 

5 Farming out of Iuriſdiftions and RegiHers places, 
though we commende it not,nor greatly like of itz yerie 
is of it ſelfe a matter indifferent; neither good nor ill, but 
aSitis vied, 

6 Thereſtraint of Marriage at certaine times(talle. 
ly calleda Popiſh Canon ) vvas *aurcientlic viedin the 

Church 
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Church of God;&beingrightly vaderſtood, isnow c&- 


mendable in this of ours. | 

7 The Long-ſomnes of Suits in Eccleſiaſtical Counts, 
is 2 matter of fa&t,not of Conſtitution; nor is the fault of 
the Courte,norof the Iudge neceſſarily (as theſe men 
would ſceme to imply, ) but ſometimeerror in pleading, 
ſometime the intricatenes of the cauſe, ſomtimethe per- 
vericneſſe ofthe Clyent, ſometime the cunning of che 
Procors,are the occaſion thar ſuites depend long . And 
when al is ſaid,that they can ſay, this is none other fault, 
then is incident tothe courſe of Iuſtice at the Common 
Law;and might befall their Conliſtory, or a better and 
more equalkinde of trial, 

8 TheOthex of ficio, is viedas it ought, by menof 

lace,of wiſedome,andexperience ; by men of religion, 

, and conſcience. Vnto whomthe authority ro 
er it as occaſion isofftered doeth iuſtly belong, 
not by ſpecial Commiſſion only , butby the laws ofthis 
the two Laws Canon and Civil;and by the war- 
dry Examples of the word of God:as that wore | 
thy & learned Deane of the Arches(the ornament & hoe 'The Apolog, 
wor of his profeſſion in his rzme ) inhis judicious Apolo- 
gy of certain proceedings in Courts Eccleſiaſtical, doth tothe-cnd of 
proucat large. - | 

9 Licenſes for Marriage without Banes', aremoſt 
cautiouſly graunted; andthart vpon ® ſevere puniſhmente = Conſt. Ecel 
roenſue,ttſobethe Conſtitution be violated. But what 
wilſatiſhe theſe men, who thus intimate vato his High- 
neſle,that there is rigor inthe former point , -and negli- 
gence inthis,when as al moderationandcarefulnes is v+ 
kedinthem both? 1 

Andarte not thele heynow enormities? 
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Their Concluſjon. 
Heidle vaunt that the Petitioners make of berws «- 
bte toſhew that theſe andother ſuch abuſes(as they 
call them) remarning andprattiſed inthe Church 
of England,are not agreeable tothe Scriptures , doth ap- 
| «The perper, PEAE0O be the more ridiculous ; becauſe they haue paſ+ 
* govcr.ofClui, ſed over indeep? ſilence manylearned ® Trafts publiſh- 


| Chur.,  edlong(ince,whereintheir vaine fancies, andillicerate 

| >. i* obiections arercfutedarlarge. Ifnotwithſtanding they 

©} The anſwer co wil yet ventureto vvrite,it vvil bee anſwered; If they wil 

W. TY apa. of needes argue and diſpute, there are ready that wil either 

certaine pro- ſariſfierhem,or by argument ſilencechem. And were it 

cecd- inCour. not in regard that we would not ſeeme 25 vnduriful in ac- 

wand of Cepting , as they haue beene in the offering of this Chal- 

' Eccici.Diſcip lendge:itis the thing we would vrge,& inſtantly entreat, 

| DePretbte- hit theſe matters might be debated berweene vs in wri- 

| Iuſq;nova.&c. . ; . 

De div Miniſt, t1Ng-But in the mean time,whart moriss are theſe for the 

Evan.grad,&c os ns to make vnto a mot pruder Prince in his ſet« 

Re REMON* [ed & peaceable government; who for many years, hath 

Qucrimonia had trial in that his other kingdome,of their prer&ded re- 

—_— formation;;& in this alſo hath ſcene the gracious ettees 

ofthe Laws of vnderher Maieſtics late happy Raigne, of that Church 
Eccleſ.polit. diſcipline,which they would ruinate and ouerthrow, 

God bath ap pointed his Mateſtye unto thu kingdome. 

Itis true; and wee magnifiethe goodneſle of God for it, 

and congratulate his Highnes in rhe proſperous poſleſſi- 

onof it,from the ground of our heartes . But that God 

hath appointed him to this kinedome for ſuch « purpoſe 

4 theyconceite; whiat ſpirit of divination is in them,that 

they ſhould foreſpeake it? Nay rather , ſeeing almighty 

God hath ordained him as the great Phyſirion (next and 

immediatclic vnderhimſe'fe,) totake care of the body 

policiquc bath of this Church 2nd Common n-wealth;he 


wil 
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will furely curefuch diſcaſes, as theſe men are ſicke of. 
(For turbulent and diſconrented humors, whetherin 
Papilt,or in Puritane are like to breede very daungerous 
diſcaſes in a civill State: ) Andnor bee periwaded (as 
they fondly imagine) by ſuch ſuggeſtions as theſe , to al- 
rer that ſtate ofthe Church, which is acceptable to God 


ſtrangers,approved by our * Oppolites,cnvied of our e- 


The very names of Puniſhmentesare vnpleaſant in- 
deede; bur the thinges themſclues are neceſlary fome- 
times, and their effects good and profitable for preſerva- 
tion of the whole;howſoever the induring of the, may be 
grievous in the particular. And he that will indifterentlie 


coſider the true cauſes of the correRios here mctioned; « 

| Conſpiracy 
ſhall haue juſt cauſe to approve the Iuſtice, *& commed for pretended 
the mildnes,that hath brm vied towards this ſort of men. *tormauon, 


As for that clauſe of Mens traditions,it is too too odis 
ous;& would imply ſuperſtition or popery to be in ſome 
of them. But how vainely . and how iniuriouſty; hath in 
ſome ſort bin heretofore declared. 

Thatother of beermg preindiciallto note but thoſe that 
ſeeke thety owne e+e. 18a iniurioustoalltherelt of the 
Miniſters of this land. Be we the men that are ſo addicted 
tO our owne Outet.Credite , and Commoditre in the world? 
V here then be the truirs ot our coveroulnes the effets 
of our ambition,the markes of our idlenes ? V Ve be the 
men,thar in the teſtimony ofa good Conſcience.for the 
repelling of luch a malicious contumely,& {launderous 
reproach,may truly ſay: e put not out our mony to V+ 
lury;we deteſt al filthy Iucrezwe coraine our (clues with- 
D 2 = 
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uy Apes ?* The lerers 
honourable to his Highnes , comfortable to many thou ;,,,. 1 pers 


ſand Miniſters,the Nurle of goodlearning, admirable to hath written 
tothe ArchB: 

; . , of C: char 

nemies , diſtaſtfull vnto none , but ſuch as know neither nome is: 


" how torule,nor how toobey. 


| 


The anſwere 
mour Vocations;we forſakenot our holy callin 5; we oe 
mitnottolabour in our ſeveral] chardges;we ſuſtaine the 
places of great labour travaile andexpenſe,wee neglect 
not in publike,in private,in word, in-writing, at home & 
abroad,to put ro ilence,and ſtop the month of the com- 
mon Adverfary,which theſe men haue enlarged againſt 
vs,and our moſt holy faith. 

Toconclude , thethinge they ſecke is ſopreiudicial, 
both tothe Civil ſtate in general,andin particular, to fo 
many ofthe very beſt ofthe Miniſtery 3 that ifir ſhoulde 
take efteA, (but Godofhis mercy,& the Kings moſt ex- 
cellent Maieſty in his Chriſtian wifedome, will not ſuffer 
it) it would breede a {trangealreration in the One;and in 
the Other it would forthe preſent, notonly umpoveriſh 
vs, andour Yniverhties, but make boththem and vs, 
andthe whale Cleargic very bale and contemtible in 
the cies of our own people.as allo a By-word & a $korree 
to our neighbour Nations; And for ſucceeding ages, it 
wonld cur off all hope ofa learned Miniſtery,and of that 
grounded learning, which as yer is, and heretofore hath 
beene,thegloric and honour of this kingdome.. 

For maniteſtation of this point, looke vpon the face 
of all the reformed Churches in the world;and whereſo- 
everchedeſireof theſe Petitioners doth take place , be it 
duly colidered; Frrſt, how welthcir procecdings do ſuite 
with the ſtate ofa Monarchy, And thes , how poverty on 
the one fide,&lackeof learningonthe other,doth creep 
ypon the whole Clergy in thoſe Dominions. 

As tothe firſt : woulde it nor beſeeme the pa 
nent auctority and Regal perſon of a K;xg,tobe himſclfe 
confined within ckelunites of ſome particular parith; 8& 
thentoſ{ubiehis ſoveraigne power,to the pure Apoſta 
lical cmplicity, of an ovex-ſwaying & —_— 
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Presbitery? Would it not doe him much good, in atime 
of neede,that his people ſhould be rooted and grounded 
inthis truth , viz. That his mecke and humb'e Clergie, 
have power to bindtherr King in chaines, & their Prince 
en lincks of ir#?rhat is,(in their learning)to cenſure him, 
to enioinchim penance,toexcommunicate him?yea (in 
caſe they ſee cauſe)to proceede againſt him,asa ryrant? 

Weſpeake not heere of other points,as namely, that 
all appeales in cauſes E-ccle(1aſticall,/and what doe they 
not make Eccleltaſticall? ) mnſt finallie lye,not vntothe 
Prince,but vatothe Aflembly Provinciall; That they al- 
low the ſupreme Magiſtrate , nor poteitatem juris, but 
only fattr,yhile cmey make him,the maintainer of their 
proceedings,but no commander in them. Thele andthe 
like,are but perty Abridgments of the Prarogatiue Roy- 
all,whilc y cr the King * ſubmits hu ſcepter vntothe ſcep- 
fer of Chriſt, andlickesthe duſt of the Churches feete. 

Neither may it be truly ſaid, that theſe are onely Spe- 
culations.! here are ſome of High place yer alive,and o+ 
ther ſome are dead, that haue felte the ſmarte heereof in 
their owne experience, and haueſcenerheworſt'of all 
this putin wolullexecution. 

Astothe ſecond, Dowenotfſeeitar this day verified 
among them,wt:ich hath beene ſo often truly ſaide,& as 
often vnadviſedly denied,that Homes alit artes; and con- 
trariwile,where duc reward of learning and liberal main+ 
renance of the Miniltery,is fraudulently impaired,or in- 
turioully raken a way,* there Religion andlearning come 
todecay ? There Atheilme and Barbariſme & Confulis 
muſt ncedes enſue? Iris ro apparent , that as the reve- 
pewes of thoſe Churches have bin embeazeled by men 
of corrupt mindes , which aide in their. hearts,as.it is in 
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effion : fo the remainder of that groundedlearning, 
which was bredde vp in former times , is nowe through 
ſucceſſion of time,almoſt cleane morne out: 

Nec bonat am ſequitur,quam bong prima f uit, 
Inſomuch , that there is neither ſulhicient mainrtenice in 
thoſe parrs for any ſtore of exce!let learned men, nor yer 
many men brought vp among theEin this laſt reforming 
age,worthy of that wonted honorable maintenance, 

God knowes we ſpeake not this with a detraCting ſpi- 
rit,but with gricfe of hart : to ſee che ruines of the Mini- 
ſtery in particular, & generally of al profoundlearning in 
other reformed Churches . As likewiſe to ſtirre vp this 
whole Nation, to athankefull acknowledgement of that 
ſingular bleſſingin this bebalfe , which God of his good- 
neſſe hath longe,and yet doth continue , vnto vs of this 
Realme, And with all,coputto ſilence the malicious in- 
gratitude of thoſe evill men , which looking vpon vs and 
this Church,through the coloured glaſſeof their praiu- 
dicate opinios;can ſee nothingamong vs , but - ects 
deformities,and abuſes,and Enormities,andthelike. And 
therefore in their high dilcretion,would haue vs reduced 
& made conformable,to the calamities of other places, 

Wheras(in truth,if we (hal bring backe the eies of our 
minds tro forraineparts,& indifterently (without either 
derractioor flattery)rake notice of the preſerſtate of this 
Church & Como-wealth;we hal caſily diſcerne, tha it 
were an incomparable happines for them, if all chat pro- 
feſle the truth as it isin Chriſt leſus,were in our coditis. 

We lhal ſee, how that our Church governmer, is du» 
Iy ſubordinar vnto the ſupreme civil ſtate,& withal doth 
mightily ſupport theſame . That our Reverend Prelates 
(me of ſingular worth,not tobe matched in any one kig- 


dome)though picterred vnto highes roomes; do yer c6- 
| raine 
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raine theſclues within ſuch boiids,as preſerue thateſtare, 


from creeping to any Papal corruptions. That our inferis 
our Clergy,by their godly &paintul labours in their Vo» 
cation, baue bin, & are the molt effetuall meanes,ro ſet- 
tle che tranquillity of this Iand;by inducing mens mindes 
vnto piety towards God, Loyalty rotheir King, & Civill 
honeſty amog thelclues. That our people genera'ly,(ex: 
cepting ſome few Malecorents of al ſorts, who wee leaue 
to the mercy of rhe Magiſtrate) are invred vnto peace, 
accuſtomed co ſubieio,detelt dilloyalty, & with al ala- 
critic veeld their obedience vnto their Soveraigne. 

T hat the Colledges , the Cathedral Churches, the 
Biſhops,& other Miniſters ofthis Land,haue yet remai- 
niug vnto thE,(yet,after the many & great ſpoiles of this 
Church; which notwithſtanding, never proſpered vvith 
che char got thE;but were as zuſt to the reſt of their ſilver 
& their gold,oras a Ciker, that fretted out chemſelues, 
theic polterity,or their poſleſſi6s:)thar yer there is remai 
ning vnto the, more competenrt,&lufficient maintenice; 
more coforrable & honorable encouragemets: the there 
are,vnto all other the reformed churches in Chriſtedoe, 

That anſwerable thervnto,(toſtop that mouth of lni- 
quiry,which is wont to traduce vs,for adumb,unlcarned, 
1doll Miniſtery)there are at this day, more learned men 
in this Land, in this one Kingdome; then are tobe found 
among al the Miniſters of the Religion,in France, Flawn- 
ders Germany, Poleland, Denmarke,Geneves,Scotland; Or 
(to ſpeake in a word)in all Europe beſides. 

Which yert,may not iuſtly be imputed vnto vs fot va- 
nity.rhe Apoſtle that knew how to be abaled, Yro make "C919. 
bimſelfe of 10 reputation;yet whe the impeaching ofhis * ©* * 
perlonall giftes, was abuſed tothe diſgrace of h1s calling; 
did without cither arrogicy or folly, giue his Detractors 
plaine. 
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plainly 8 roundly to vnderſtand,that he was not inferior 
tothe chicfe Apoſtles;nay that he labored more theEthey 
al;8 fo by his own juſt defence & comendation , did free 
himſelfe,his worth, & his Vocation, from their baſe and 
odious imputations, Ina like caſe (we doubt not)a truth 
may beaverredof our ſclues,even by our ſelues,withour 
any oftentation atall ; when it is ſo iniurioutly impeach- 
edandtroden vncer foote,to rhe high diſhonor of God, 
the diſgrace of his Goſpel,and tothe {lander ofthis moſt 
Chriſtian Common-wealth . Yea therich mercies, that 
cod hath cotinued vnto vs,niow theſe fiue & forty years, 
ought torepleniſh our harts withioy ; ſorhbat our lippes 
ſhould breake forth with thanktulnes and ſing , Now fe- 
cit taltter omni nationt; neither hauethe Regions round 
about vs,beene made partakers of the like bleflings., 
Now the Father of Mexcies,and God of al Conſolari- 
on,cnlargethe wiſe and vnderſtanding hart,of ourthrice 
noble King, noble in birth, noble in wiſedome , noble in 
al manner of good learning; aſhſt himever with his holy 
ſpirit,the ſpiritof Counſaile, of fanCtificatio,& of truth: 
make him admirable in the ſwaying of this Scepter as 
was Salowon inal the world, as long as hee walked in the 
firſt waies ofthis father David : That fo hee maye longe 
weare this mortal Crowne , inal abundaunce of Piety, 
Peace,& Profperity;% hereafter obtaine that immortal 
Crowne,that Chriſt hath purchaſed for them , which by 
continuance in welldeing , ſecke glory and honowr and ims- 


mortality. 
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